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This book offers a historical review of the last six centuries of military conflicts and
the use of firearms to achieve power. Placing a special emphasis on the
technological dimension of wars and their human and social consequences, the
book tells of the role of the harquebus in putting an end to the 15th century cavalry,
of the beginning of the war without rules of the 17th century, of the appearance of
artillery in the 18th century, and of the impressive arms race of the 20th century.
Despite the book’s focus on war, the author goes beyond merely telling facts,
battles, or the lives of famous military officers.

Cardona is a historian and tenured professor of social
sciences at the University of Barcelona. In recent years he has specialized in
military history and has published various works on war and conflicts, including
works on the War of the Spanish Succession, the Punic Wars, and the Spanish Civil
War. He has also studied singular battles like those of Empuries (195 BC), Muret
(1213) or the Battle of the Ebro (1938), and has also participated in the process of
making museum out of different military monuments like the Iberian fortress of
Calafell, the Renaissance walls of Ibiza, and the walls of Ceuta.

is a computer engineer and researcher at the University of
Barcelona. He is specialized in the study of military conflicts through artificial
intelligence, geographic information systems, and game theory. He has worked
on the simulation of galley combats and in the recreation of Caesar’s wars. In the
field of military archeology he has coordinated pioneering experiments in the
exploration of battlefields of the War of the Spanish Succession: Almenar y
Salamanca. As a member of the ESTOC (European Studies of Terrain of Conflict)
university network he has participated in the exploration of diverse European
battlefields from the 16th and 17th centuries. He has contributed articles to
International journals like Ancient Warfare and has written monographs on 17th
Century battles (Almenar). He is the administrator of the specialized military
history website www.polemos.org.

The book looks at war through the interaction
between humans, territory, and technology. In other words, it takes a civilian
perspective that goes beyond political and military ideologies.

The book analyzes the causes of war
and, at the same time, questions if it is possible to achieve peace through the
study of the basic principles of war.

European history is filled with
conflicts, armies and the culture of force.
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