
Synopsis

This book looks to analyze and understand the reasons that led to the outbreak of this war,
the global event that caused Spain to lose its last colonial territories in the Americas and in
Asia.  For example, the book uses vast historical details and records to talk about the back-
ground events – the sinking of the Maine – that pushed the US to war and about the naval
battles that were decisive in determining the outcome of the transnational confrontation.
This work also examines the disastrous decision-making of Spanish politicians of the time
who, by the period between 1891 and 1895, had allowed 85% of total Cuban exports to go
directly towards the United States.  Authors Miguel del Rey and Carlos Canales provide bat-
tle maps to help us relive the individual conflicts and, consequently, understand this war in
its full scope. 
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1Related books

Biography

Carlos Canales is a lawyer and writer.  As a specialist in modern history, he has written do-
zens of articles and books such as The First Carlist War (1833-1840): Arms, uniforms and flags,
and A Brief history of the War of Independence (1808-1814).  He is a member of the Spanish
Napoleonic Association and has directed the journal Ristre Napoleónico. Currently he is part
of the North American historical project team, Edge & Cleaver.

Miguel del Rey has acted as director of the journal Ristre and is the author of Guerra de la
Oreja de Jenkins, La Guerra de los Diez Años (1868-1878), Las Guardias Reales en las Cam-
pañas de Italia, and dozens of articles for various military history publications.  He is a mem-
ber of various historical research associations in Spain, France, and Great Britain.

Sales pitch

AUTHORS: Carlos Canales and Miguel del Rey are historians who have contributed important
source documentation (some never seen before) and specially designed maps to this book,
all of which gives the presentation of the historical events an added didactic dimension
HISTORICAL REVISIONISM: Many speculations and falsehoods have been associated with the
history of this war and in this book the authors look to avoid these problems with solid and
detailed source materials.
EASY TO READ: The book, while academically sound and thorough in the presentation of the
facts, is written in a style that permits a fun and fast study of the subject matter.

Discover everything about the 1898 conflict that led to Spain to
lose Cuba, Puerto Rico and its islands in the Pacific.  Learn about

the lead up events, the confrontations, and the key names and figu-
res such as Bismarck, Roosevelt, Sampson, Vara del Rey, and Dewey.


